[Elimination of polypeptide antibiotics (colistin and bacitracin) in the milk after intramuscular or intramammary administration].
The elimination in cow's milk of polypeptidic antibiotic residues (colistin sulfate, colistin methanesulfonate and bacitracin) was investigated following intramuscular and intramammary administrations of eight drugs marketed in France. The quantitative analysis was performed according to the microbiological method of agar diffusion. The mean elimination periods lasted between three and six milkings for injected preparations, between four and six milkings for intramammary ones. These results were used as a basis to determine the withdrawal times required on these drugs. The problem of the diffusion of the residues into milk from a quarter treated by the intramammary route, to the untreated quarters was also addressed.